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1. Introduction

One d the main aims of the project isc-operation and innovation in the field of early
childhood and prachool education of children ask betweenthe age of 0 and6. Best
practices and new approaches should be collectedpared and trafesred into theproject
countries and Europeide. Toachieve thisaim, we mustestablish an overviewf existing
practices, approaches and innovations.

That overview is the content of thisomparative analysisihe project partnersdm Spain,
Italy, Turkey, England, Genany, Poland, Romania and Northern Ireland provided
information about the early childhood and ool educational system of a selected region
of their country in general antien in particulambout thesituation of children tarisk. The
information wa providedbased on the results tfo questionnaires developed by the project
partner responsible for the analysiBhe aim of thequestionnairevas to esure the common
and compaable collection of information.

The mos$ important information extractedescribel the early childhood and prschool
educational systesof the selectedagions in general and in particular fdvildren a risk.

The results are represented in the following comparative analystsearly childhood and
preschool educational stems of the researched regions will be introduced in general
referring to institutions, conditions of access and qualification of the educational staff.
Furthermore guidelines, theoretical backgrounds, concepts and methode witroduced.
Then the edcational systems and support for children at risk will be demonstrated.

A conclusion including a SWOT analysis will show opportunities and development
possibilities.




2. The researched regions

Spaini Aragoén

The region of Aragon is one of 17 autonomous ' Cantabria,  y &
comnunities situated in the NorBast of Spain in the 5"’:"‘%&‘,@ —
north-east of the Iberian Pasula. The capital city of R AN C:éima

Aragon is the city of ZaragozaAragdn coverst7.688 km2 A BTy o
and has a totgdopulation of 1.346.293 according the / “«(M"‘:': L3 AR
census of 1 January 201#alf of the population of the [, ity ok

autonomous community of Aragon lives in the city of | '/\f gl /
Zaragoza. N

¥
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ltaly T Veneto

Veneto isan administrativeagion in Italysituated in the
north-eastern part of ltalyTheVeneto region is divided into
severprovinces (Belluno, Pa,Rovigo, Treviso, Venice,
Veronaand Vicenza) and 581 municipalitie§he capital city
of the Region is Venice.

Venetocovers 18.398 kmz arfths a populson of 4.937.854
(2011 survey).

Turkey T Ankara

Ankara is located in a region covered with plainstween |

thetributa i es of the Kézeéel ér ma

north-west of CentrbAnatolia. The city of Ankara is at the o

cente of the Anatolia region and is one of seven . O

geographical regions of Turkey. A capital city,the ey (e —

central adminisationis based in it. Ankaracovers2.498
km?and has @opulation of 431.719.

Englandi London i Wandsworth

9 The London Borough of Wandsworth is situated | 8outhWest
seonied region of London.It is one of 32 London boroughs of which 12 ar
o R deemed to b& Inner London.Wandsworth is typically urbaand
‘; mt 1 borders on the riverlt covers 34,26 km? and includes a population
o of 260.380
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Germany i SaaleHolzland-Kreis

SaaleHolzlandKTreis is situated in Thuringia close to the city Jena.
It is an @ministraive districtwhich comprises 93 local authorities
and eight cities Eisenbeg is the capital ity. It covers 817 km2 and
its population is approximate§6.303

Polandi Lodz POLEN mpem

The cit igloatedirGhedddleofG- d ¥ in¢hgi on

centralpartof the country TheG- d ¥ Vo i ivomabfel§ h i p

Polish VoivodeshipsandG- d ¥ i s t he Gagp¥t a

Voivodeship It covers293 km2 and haa registeregbopulation of h
737.098.

Q

Romania
' The Bucharestifov region is located in the sowgmpart of
Romania The main city in this area is Bucharestich has
i approximately two nflion inhabitants.llfov is the smallest
o county ofthe 41 Romanian countiesdis situated around
Bucharest. It comprisé® communes andllages and eight

e A L B main cities. In total this region covers 1.820km¥. he r egi o
e WS A population isapproximately 208.368.

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland is situated in the neghst of the island of
Ireland.Whilst Northern Ireland is physically part of the island
Ireland it is part of the United KingdoniNorthern Ireland has a
total area of 13.843 kmZThe population of Northern Ireland in -
June 2010 (estimated) was 1,799,392.

rys


file:///C:/Users/Schachtzabel/Downloads/Voivodeship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81%C3%B3d%C5%BA_Voivodeship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81%C3%B3d%C5%BA_Voivodeship

~

Early childhood and pre-school education in general and in particular for
children at risk

There are institutions in each of the researched regions which provide care and edcation
children between the ages of 0 andHEach region has different numbers and varieties of
education provision for children between 0 and 6 years. Public and private institutions are to
be found in each researched region, buthm researched regiom§ Germany and Poland
there are just two kinds of institutions while there are about fiveondon and Northern
Ireland. There are nurseries and kindergartens in each region as wellsshpod groups for
children from the age of three.

Opening hours ary, too, but institutions like nurseries and kindergartens have nearly the
same core opening hauof between 8:00am and 6:00pfrhere are also similarities with
regard to access to institution&enerally there is capacity for children from 0 to 6, but
whether a child gets a place depends on certain criteria. Examples of some of the criteria are i
a child lives in the area of the institution, if parents are employed, if there are siblings already
in the institutions, and also if &nidd needs special astance.There are differences in the
matter of payment. Private institutions have to be paid by the parents, however public
institutions have different rules withindhdifferent researched regiors.some regions and
institutions just a couple of hourare free of chargee.g. in the London Borough of
WandsworthIn other institutions whole days are free of chamg, in PolandAnd there are
institutions which aresubsidizedo a certain degree, but parents have toquage of the fee,

e.g. in German

Qualifications of the educational staff depend on the institution and the type of staff but not
on the country or region. The qualification requirements range from diplomas tdeshort
training.

With regard to children at risk, the first differencan be seen in definitions. Generally
definitions are not given centrally by the Eurydice, but according to several studies, it is clear
that the project partners have a common understanding of children asriighoups of
children or individuals who Ive in unfavairable circumstances, especially with regard to
financial, social or cultural opportunities and also those groups of children who have
special educational needs or functional diversity due to physical and psychological
limitations. ©

It becomesobvious that children at risk are more or less integrated within the educational
system in each researched region either in special institutions or integre¢gdlar ones like
nurseriesin each of the researched regions the educatstatilworking wth children at risk
hasspecial training and qualifications.

Access to institutions is no problem in a
institutions wthin the system work togethdn most of the researched regions, however, the
approacks, methods, special services and support within the educational system are
concentrated on children with physical and mental disabilities and less on children with social
disadvantages.

In the following chapters we will take a closer look at several ehilghood and prschool
educational systems for children between the ages of 0 and 6 of the researched regions and
particular look at the situation and integration of children at risk.
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3. Institutions of early childhood education in the researched
regions

3.1 Spaind Aragén §°
N
- . 2 &
3.1.1 Institutions and paradigms 2 S N
L . P S 9 H° L=
Provisionof early childhood and prschool %@ {-;.\é’ a7 & Eyp e'?E
education for children at the age o3Gin % S¥5§ S2o hugy,=
Aragon consists of 196 infantdecaion g, %,é’?,ﬁn? 2 2 “\\_\"5 2
schools 85 private centres of infant ”3'0/1/.‘.”, s & I °
education private schools 18 date gﬂﬂy % “
playschools playschools which receive 4:!74, %
funding from othestate institutions and 61 04[ %

private playschools.

Infant education in Spain is split into two cycles. The first cycle is for children fr@mears
old, and the second cycle is for children agede to six.

The administrative characteristicd the @ntes for children aged-3 can be of two diérent
types:

1 Those which are adapted to the educational regulations which regulate the
requirements, installations and gennel in this type of centre.
1 Those which are not adapted to this education regulation.

The centes for 0-3 year oldswhich arecompliant with the regulations have different names,
ie the cemes understate ownership are kmm as infant education schools and the i@snbf
private owrership are known as infaaducation cengs.

The centes for 0-3 year oldswhich are notompliant or which find themselves e process
of compliance withthe educational regulatiprare still known as infant py@chools or
créches.

For the age rang@ 3 years the total number oéntes is 360 and it is worth noting that 58%
are state owned and 42% are ptey caing for 13850 children.

The estimated distribution of® yearolds is thatone third ¢ the childrenattend some kind
of formal cente or playschool. Half of the children are cared for by themothers or by
family members and one sixtf the children arén informal institutions. The infantcentes
are subsidized and there is collaboration between the Agagédernment and local entisie

Institutions

EEl Escuelas de Educacion Infantillnfant Education Schools:
These arecentres under state control which only have pupils in the first cycle.The are
owned ad managed by local government.

CEl: Centros de Educacion InfantilCentres ofnfant Education:

Thesecentes are privately owned and have childesgedfrom 0-3, although there are some
cases of cemgs exclusive to infant @ucation which teach both cycles, but they are privately
owned.

Colegios Privado$ Private Schools:
These & private catres which teach other levelsf educationapart from infantand are
authorized to take childreaged0-3.




State Playschools:
These arestate controlled centreer children aged {8, which are not compliant with the
regulations of Arage.

Private Hayschools:
Private payschools are playschodisr children at the age ran@e3 underprivate ownership,
which are not compliant with thedecation regulation

State Centres:
These areentes understate ownership, which teag®cond cycle irent education andther
teaching stages.

Centres which are subsieig
Centes which are subsidig arecentes underprivate ownership, whickeachsecondcycle
infant education primary and secondary.

With recard to the age range of-@ years the providersof early childhoodand preschool
educatiortotal 369 schoal in Aragon whichn second cycleducate a@otal number of 3651
children. There are different types aentes, infant and pmary schoolsincluding 214
preferentialcentes (CEIP)in Aragén 75 Grouped Rural Schools (CRA80 primary schools
(CP), 15 Special Education Schodl€EE)and 12 private school©f this total of 369 schools
which dfer second cycle infant educatiol®4 are in rtal areas and 175 in the urbeapitals

Children aged 31 6 yearsare mainly taught in cemés which are not exclusive tmfant
education andare either state or privat&dhe centes for primary elucation and secondary
educationwhich receive a subsidyalso receie a subsidy in the second cycle ofaint
education.

The estimated papation of children attending school between the ages-6fy@ars is
between 96% and 944 the total population.

3.1.2 Structures of institutions
With regard to the agenge of 83 yearsthe following Orders and Articteapply:

Opening hours
Order 5 November 200Article 20.1i openingtimes are 1 September t81%' July, Monday
to Friday, except on holidays.

Article 20.1, 2i opening hours are 07:45 i@:00h, minimum eighthoursdaily, preferably
between 09:0@nd 1700.

Article 21 fixes the entry timbetween 07:45 t09:30. After this time entryis not permitted,
exceptin exceptional justified cases.

Number of bildren per group

Order 25 Augus2005 BOA 25 September 2005rtisle 51 Ratios

Despite what is saith Article 9, centes will have as maximum the following nioer of
children per group:

1 for children aged below 1L eight
1 for children 1- 2 years of agé 13
1 for children 2- 3 years of agé 20

)




The following is the recommended number of teachers p&ipgrccorthg to the age of the
children:

1 for children under the age ofilone
1 for children 1i 2 years of agé one
1 for children 2-3 years of agé one

The number of school places will be set by the rules whuthorizethe opening and
functioning of he centres, taking into account the maximum number of children per school
unit and the capacity of the facilities.

Integration of children at risk

We wish to point out that in Resolution 14 March 2@1fifth point, 2, in the Criteria of
Admission, for edt unit, one place will be reserved for childrefth special educational
needs.

Age structure per group

With regard to the creation and authatisn of centes for children aged-3 yearswhich is
stated in the Order 25 August 2005, establishing the mimimequirements antkchnical
needsfor thesecentes in the Autonomas Community of Aragémeference is made to age
structures of €1, 1-2, 2-3 years.

With regardto the age group-8 yearsthe following Orders and Article apply to:
Structures

Order 22August 2002 (BOA 2 Sepmber 2002 Rulings which regulate the orgaai®n and
functioning of thanfant schools angrimary schoolg

Typical timetables for Aragdéim the urban zone are 09:00 to 12:30 and 15:00 to 16:30 or
09:00to 12:00 and 15:00 tb7:00, and in the rural zon@9:30t013:00and15:00to 16:3Q

Annexe Il Geneal Timetable of Centre Point 61theteaching timetable will be 25 hours per
week, divided ito sessions of morning and afternoort will be developedtaking inb
account the irgrests of theducative community and the following criteria

The interval between the sessions of morning andrafte will be at least two hoursThe
afternoon sessiomust last more than an hour and a halhe playtime for the children in
infant edeation should be half an holomg and in thoseentes where infant education and
primary educationiake placethe cente will try to ensure that these times do not coincide. A
rest period of 20 minutes in the afternoon sessian be applied exclusilefor infant
education.

Annexe 4 point 68 in infanteducation the timetabland allocation ofctivities will be done
from a globalized treatment of the contents and will include types of activities and
experiences, groupings, perofbr games andreks proposedfor the children throughout
each day of the week taking into accotl@ir rhythms of activity, plagnd rest.

Number of children per group

According to Royal Decree 132/2010, 12 February, by which the minimum requirements are
set forcentes which teach second cyclaefant education,primary education andsecondary
education:




Article 77 relation of pupils per unit
Educational cemés which offer second cycle infantdecation will have, as a mawum, 25
pupils per school unit:

1 Children age® i oneteacher
1 Children aged 4 oneteacher
1 Children aged 5 oneteacher

Age structure per group
Spain organiss its school children according to the calendar of a natural school year from
January to DecemberAll the children born inthe same year arplaced in the same age

group.
3.1.3 Conditions of access

The Spanish Constitutiorecognizsthe rightof education as one of thmsicrights that the
state must guarantee every citizebOE (the Organic Law of Educatigroffers the legal
framework to povide andensure the right to education (th&@omous communities will be
able to regulate the adaptationtlois Law to their territories)The Spanish education system,
set up in accordance with the values of the Constitution and based on respleetrights
and libertiegecognizdwithin it, is inspired by the following principles:

1 Education of a good qualityfor all students, regardless of their condifoand
circumstanes.
1 Equity that guarantees equal opportunities, educational inclusion amd n

discrimination and that acts as a compensating factor for personal cultural, economic
and social inequalities, with special emphasis on thoseiigfrom disabilities.

1 The transmission and application of values that daye@rsonal liberty, responsiiby,
democratic citizenship, solidarity, tolerance, equality, respect and justice and that also
help to overome any type of discrimination.

The following Orders and Articles apply:

Article 1.10rder 5 November 200Children are admitted from-@ yearsold.
The fact that both parents aeenployedis a factor that is taken into consideration when
allocating a place in a centre foi30year olds.

Order 5 No v e mb eentes2witld éducdtive nahda Imealthcare vocatiand
democr at i ¢ THelaw which regulatesghe access to playschools belongitige
Department of Educatiod+3 is the Resolution 14 March 2011

Criterionfor accesss thatparents or legal guardians amployedat the ime of placing the
application or a parenteceives a gnt from the Administration for fullime university
studies.

Further criteria for access:

annual income of the family;
existence ofiblings already registered in the centre;
a large family;

recognizd condition of physical, mental or sensorial disataitof @rents or siblings
of the child.
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For the rest of thenfant educatiorcentes it is notthe Department of Education whichtse
the entry requirementdn the case of the EE$chools of Infant Education of the city of
Zaragoza, there is a board wiigoverns these types of cestHowever,for the process of
admission to the other municipagntes, the Department of Education invites them to use the
same criteria used fadmission to the Governmenpkyschools.

According to the LOE, the diffen¢ stages constituting the Spanish education systerasare
follows:

Preschool education (8 years)n a voluntary basis for families where the purpose is to give
educational assistance gmavisionof early childhood education.

Infant education (& years) whichis alsovoluntary,free of chargeand constitutes the first
level of school education.lt is organizd into threesingleyear cycls (classes of three year
olds, classes of four year olds and classes of five year olds).

The children who are the years old, or who will be three years old between the months of
September to December, are admitted to scho®lse Spanisteducation system considers
school age from January to December even though its schaokwyes from September to
June.

The Orde 11 March 2011 (puldhed in BOA 14 March 2011) invites paretdasapply for a
placefor their children incentes for seconctycle infant educationfor the agerange 36. In
its Article 12 paragraph 1, it states that the process of admission takesnpillaedrst four
months of each year.

In the aforementioned Order tbalendar of proess is statedVithin the data thais required

to be completed, a request can be mfadehildrenwith specific needs of educative support
for a placeto bereservedIt must be statedvhetherthe need isauditive, motor or TGD
general development disorder (Pervasive Development DisordeBDDs development
conditions that involve delayed or impaired communication and social skills, behavior and
cognitive skills). The directors of Prowicial Services communicate timeimber of children

who have specific needs per claBsereis a guaranteefadmission for all applicants.

In the Order 11 March 2011 the criteria used to assign a sclagel ipclude the following

i faml y6s home addr ess
1 place of work of parents within school zgne
i home in limits of school zone

1 workplace of parents.

Each one of these items is given a weighting of a score which is usas@nvhere there are
moreapplicants than places on offer.

3.1.4 Qualifications of educational staff
Initial Training of Teachers

The academic qualifications required to teach are uniform throughout the entire nation,
although they do vary according to the various levels of the education system. -Bestate
institutions, teaching staff in higher education, as well as those at lower levels, generally have
permanent civil servant &us.In state education, first year teachers in a state school will
work under theguidance of experienced teachef$e tutor and trairee teacher will share
responsibilitybr t he traineeb6s teaching pl an.
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Three types of teachers can be distinguished, depending on the level they teach: the teaching

staff of infant education and primarythat of secondary educatiomnd that of higher
educaion.

Pre-primary and primary education teaching staff

Teaching in infant education and in primary education requiresa@her certificateni the
correspondingpecialy/technical skill, which is a university degree where the students have a
chosen subject Within the university degree the specialist subject has to be chosen out of
infant education, primary education, music, physical education, foreign language] specia
education and speech therapy.

LOEst at es t h gdching M arenary edocatiGare allowed to teach in all areas of
knowl edge of this educat i oHowdver, sheyacaspeciaized af
in infant education, primary education, music, physical education, foreign language, special
education, and speh therapy.The programme of study focuses both academic and
theoretical aspectsf teachingand on pedagogical practidgasic trainingm special education

for all students is one core subjemtd the specific training for the specialistriere complex

Others vho are alsallowed to paticipate in the first cycle ofifant education, in addition to
maestro degree holders, are professionals trained in the nursery school or the infant educatio
specialties of vocationataining.

Order 25August 2005 Article 6. Staff

Centes must have, at least, the same number of professionals as the numbergbupis
which are functioning. For each six units, there must be at lease teacher with the
qualification of specialist in Infant Education orecognized qudiication. according to the
Royal Decree 1954/1994 30 Septembeferring to the recognition of qualificationsreated

by the RoyaDecree 1497/1987, 27 November.

Centes will have other professionals who comply with sorh#he following qualifications:
Teaches with a speciah infanteducation or qualiftations which have beeacognizd

Infanteducation or a qualification which has be®cognizedaccording to the Royal Decree
1954/1994 30 September, about convalidation of qualifications, creatix [RRoya Decree
1497/1987, 27 November,

Superiorspecialistin infant education or equivalent qualifications, according to the Royal
Decree 777/1998, 30 Aprithrough which certain aspects wégulations ofprofessional
training are developed in the dores of theeducatiorsystem.

The sixspecialism=f the previous qualificationfor teacher status which g&
were able tobe studiedat the University of Zaragoza, Department of
Education grimary education, physical education, musical education, <.
foreign languages, special educatifor children with special needs and
audition andlanguage) no longer exisihe University has now

put in its place a new university degree which is called, el

Grado de Educacién Primaria, in accordance with
Bologna.

The qualifcation ofteacherfor infanteducation was only &
available previously in Huesca and Tael. This
qualification has now been discontinuexhd in its place the ¥
Grado de Educacion Infantil appeashich is new and since
2011 can be studied in ZaragoZ@nese wo new degrees wilbe
a four year course.

-
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The first threeyears will be general and the fourth will be the special chosen sufgect,
whichthe specialist qualification will be awarded.

Both the Grado de Educacion Infantil and thaprirhary will havespecialisms

1 Educacion Infantil: Atencion a la Diversidad, Educacion Bilingle y Lengua
Extranjera.
1 Educacién Primaria: Atencion a la Diversidad, Educacion Bilinglie y Lengua

Extranjera, Educacion Fisica y Educacion Musical.

Becoming a superior specialisiianteducator ininfanteducation in Zaragoza, Aragon
requiresa two year ourse of professnal training.The content of the firgtear includes:

didactics ofinfanteducation

personal independencéinfants;

infant games and methodology;

cognitive al motor development;

first aid;

training and careers advice;

English as doreign lnguage in the professional field.

E BB

The content of theecondyear includes:

expression and commication;

social and emotional development;

social skills;

working with families andawareness of children at social risk;
projectwith afocus oninfancy;

bugness and enterprise initiative;

English as a foreign lamgge in the professional field.

E B |

Where can someone with the qualifications for an infant educator work?

Infant eduators in the first cycle of infant education3) always work under the supervision

of an infant teacher in institutions which are state controlled or part of the autonomous
community and local entities and in private centFesthermore thy can beconsducators in
institutions and/ or in specific programmes of work with infant§ ({ears) in situations of
social risk or support families, under the guidance of other professidhaig.can also work

as @ucators in programmes for leisure and fiiege activities work with infants at the age
range of 66 years in toy libraries, town halls, libraries, educational centres, leisure centres,
farm schools, etcAnd an infant educator cavork as a plggroup leader or a childminder.

Important notefor the cae of pupils with special needs in education, the educational system
offers teachers helpy providingspecialists in pedagogictilerapy special education, speech
therapy and other qualified professionals. All of the professionals who work as members of
the Equipos de Orientacion Educativa y PsicopedagdfCdiP as child guidance experts

hold a University Degree in Pyschology or Psychopedagogy.




3.2 Italy - Veneto
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3.2.1 InstiFutions, provision S % ¢§§
and paradigms % §% cf?f* S
Nursery school is a public service ‘2{} {?é’ A% §‘ £ S S

| | i ©2. §5x8° S Mapge =
organizd for early childhoodand it ,%(‘ @@ & S wn S ﬂmﬂlg
aims at caring, socialidng and . @@gf.‘s 2 9 > =
educating according to a policy to ”clls.ﬂm ‘9\? é "ﬂb‘ = 2w, =
protect children's rightsThe Ven¢o ""II[””} 2 [
Region, in accordance to articleof % L] p ™0
the Staute and Law dated 6th "?% %
December1971, N° 1044 and Law Y %

dated 29thNovember1977 N° 891,

promotes and supports educatioaad welfare activities of nurseries, in order to achieve the
full development othe psychephysical relationship of children under three years of age and
provides the family with appropriate support, which asables and @litates the access of
women towork within the framewrk of a social security systerRegioral intervention is
also aimed at promotingnd suppoihg innovative services for children

"Pre-school is not compulsory and lasts three yedtrsvorks in the framework ofhildhood

policy to develop the féective, psychephysical weltbeing, cognitive, moral, religious and
social attitudes of children, and to develop their abilities to interact and be independent,
creative, and to develop theirikes in knowledge and care, and to ensure genuine equality
of educational opportunity in respect of primary education working together with families for
children's growth andaining. It contributes to thentegral education of childreand to its
aubnomy andunity of teaching and pedagogyt fulfills the educational profile and produces
educational continuity witithat provided bychildcare and primary school." (Legislative
Decree dated 19th Februa§04,N° 59, article 1, comma 1).

"Pre-school, feely chosen by the families, is aimed at all gleifdbetween the ages of three
andsix years old and it is the response to their right to educatiohasits roots in local
communitiessuch as local councils and parisheand thg have grown within tem."
(Instruction tothe curriculum for preschooland first cycle of educationMinisterial Decree
dated 31 July 2007).

3.2.2 Structures of institutions

In nurserieglacesare available from a minimum of 30 ta maximum of 60 public places.
The ge ofusersis from three months to thrgears. One carer for every six babiep to 15
monthsis in a group and one carer per eightidren over 15 months of agein a groupThe
number of pupils per class in psehool is up to a maximum &8 children. Classesare
organizedacording to @e, or they are mixed class&@peninghours ardrom a minimum of
25hours to a maximum of 50 hours per weekording to the school's educational project.

)
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3.2.3 Conditions ofaccess

Regarding the distribution of secés for early childhogdthe majority are in more heavily
populated cemés. However, this does not depend exclusively on the professional and social
needs of the family, but also on specific educational policies anéutigng available in
those cities.

From 2001 to 2006 the number of kindergartens has increased by abaui®é¥the same
period the category ohnovative services, which @mergirg, has more than tripled

The feature that distinguishes the Veneto region from the other Italian regioosrns the
predomirance of norstate preschools overthe total of active g-schools (approximatel
69%). All the other Italian regions haveore than half the number of staten preschools.
These differences are partly due to the strong presenbe ieneto region of private sati
schools and of associatior®reschools are open to all children adestween three and six
years, who are resident in the council where the school is located.

Admissons to nurserieswhich belong to the public statgsteem operating throughout the
Local Council (Local Council créeches aralthorizd private créches, accredited and
affiliated) are for very small children who are:

younger than three years ofeag
resident in the Local Couna@rea;
at risk or socially disachntaged
disabled.

Admissions are made on the basis of the number of available places and according to
a ranking list formed andpproved by the Local Council.

T
T
T
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In private preschools, over the past seven years, there has been a
significant increase itheattendance of pupils with disabilitied his
has resulted in a rise in the numbeteazfches (+132.5%) anatarers
(+55.9%) Thiswasthanks o the regional contribution of one
milli on euros whiclthe Veneto Region has providsithce 2005 to

e non-statepre-schools
, : . _ The aveage number of pupils per schaolpre-schools of

_ ) equalstatus is 79; 2@ith clasgs comprising an average of
23,43 children. Tis figure is very close to that ofas¢ schools,
) whichhave an avege of 24,41 children per class.

3.2.4 Qualification of educational staff

Staff who hageaching dutieg nurseriesnust have at least one of the following
qualifications:

1 a degree in primary education and/or ireace of education withpecialiationin
nursery teachingnd/or science ogéarly childhood;

1 adiploma in community leadership;

1 atechnicalschool diploma in Social Services wipecialiation in expressive play
activities;

1 adiploma or degree in teacly or educating early childhood.




Staff carrying out auxiliary work must haat least onefahe following qualifications:

1 acompulsory schooling certificate;
1 documented information ofrgvious experience in the field.

The pedagogicastaff of preschool kindergartens hds pass initial training. The guiding
criteria for initial teacher ftaining are expressly foreseanthe law reform where it is stated
that:

Initial training is of equalduration for all teachers anthkes place in universities. On
completion of the final examination of the training, the teacher is then qdalifieeach as a
permanent member staff for educational institutions after carryingspetfic training
activities and signing contracts of work-tirining. All teachers must be trained to teach
children with disailities and those of cultural diversity

This crosscultural training foteachers mst take placavith specialists such as psychologists,
psychiatrists, activity leaders, rehabilitation therapists, cultural mediators, social wdkers
the same timat must have the methodological tools arehthing strategies that allow the
disability and diversityo bean asset of quality teaching

Refresher courses are the duty and rafithe teaching staff in order to understand keep
updatel with the development othe science of edud¢an. The Vereto Regonal Office of
Education organizs refresher courses every year fechooteachersat all levels in
collaboration with the Veneto universities.
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Public kindergartens are arbitrapre-school QQ .‘“\'ﬁ\*"'
institutions affiliated to the Mhistry of 090
National Education which provides fee- v ae™
paying education for children of 3& _ae‘ga
months in independent buildings. ob\-,c'\““
®

Private kindergartens are arbitrary {s&hool
institutions that are linked to the Ministof National Education established bggal persons
providing feepaying educatin for children of 3672 months.

Publicpre-school classes providee-paying educatio for children of 6672 months.In these
classesf there is aninsufficient number of dkldren, children between 48 and 60 montan
also receive education.

Private pre-school tassesprovide fee-paying education for children @0-72 months. In
these classdgthere is arinsufficient number of childrerghildren between 48 and 60 months
can also receive education.

Day care agrsery andchildcare centreare the social servideoardinginstitutions for 012
years old children who ndeprotection.

Private day care urseriesprovide care and protection. They support deeelopment of
health physically and mentally antelp these children gain the basic values and badit
children between 0 and 6 years dltheyare arbitrary and fepaying preschool institutions.

Mobile kindergartes are mobile classes openeid a Memorandum of Understding signed
between theBasic Education General Directorate, Governorships, Municipalities and
universities Thear aim is to providefree of charge prsclool education in bses as @
alternative to thenstitutionalizd pre-school education model fahildren aged between 60
and 72 months from podamilies fromthe outskirts of citiesand rural areasAccording to

data from 2011, there are thmeebile schools with 152 students in Ankara province.

3.3.2 Structures of institutions

Public kindergartens imAnkara provide services for 180 working days according to the
working calendar determined by Ankara Governorship for educdtiostitutions. In these
kindergartens, half day or full day education is provided depending on thesparshes the
physical infrastructure of the institution arnkle needs of the environmer#ull day education
covers 42 working hours a week. Hlf day education covers 30 working hours in a week.
Children attendingoublic kindergartens are grouped according to their agegroups of at
least 10 or at most 2€hildren. Inthese groups, children with special education needs are
enrolled with a ratio of 2/10 or 1/20.

Private kindergartens in Ankara provide services for 180 working days according to the
working calendar detmined by Ankara Governorship for @adtional institutions. HIf day

or full day education is provided to chih depending on the parentwishes the physical
infrastructure of the institution arttle needs of the environmentull day education seilce
coversthe hours from 07:30 to 19:00. Children attendanigate kindergartens are grouped
according to their ages as groups of at mosti#ldlren There is ondeacher in every group

in public and private kindergartens
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Public preschool classes iAnkara provide services for 180 working days according to the
working calendar determined by Ankara Governorship for eductiostitutions. In these
kindergarten classes half day education is provithadf day educatiorcovers 30working
hours a weekChildren attendingpublic preschool classes are grouped according to their
ages as groups of at least 10 or at most 20 childinethese groups, children with special
education needs are also enrolled at a ratio of 2/10 or 1/20.

Private preschool classs in Ankara provide services for 180 wiokkdays according to the
work calendar determined by Ankara Governorship for edudtiostitutions. These pre
school classes provide educatiadhering to the length of the school dafythe school to
which they belong. Children attendingrivate preschool classes are grouped according to
their ages as groups of at least 10 or at mosTR6re isonepre-school education teacher in
every group in public and private psehoos.

Day care nurseries provide gee between 07:30 ari®:00Q
3.3.3 Conditions of access

The children of employed parencanenroll in the preschod nearesto thar working place

on the condition that there is spa@eailable and deemed suitabby the CHd Placement
Committee.Priority is given to the children of martyrs, disabled veterans and veterans, or
children whosemother and fatheror one of theseare deceased okvhose parents are
separatedghildren of poorfamilies and children with special educataimeeds. Thefee of
public kindergartens idetermined bythe Ankara Governorshiand is paid by the parents.
However, 1/10places are allocated thildrenfrom poor familieswho are accepted free of
chargeby the institutions.

The fee for private kindergartens determned as per the provisions of Article 12 of Private
Education law andis paid bythe parerd annudly. However,3/100 places are allocated to
children from poor familieswho are accepted free of chardgy the institutions All the
expenses of the institutisarecovered by the fegzaid byparents.

The monthly feesof public preschoos are determined by the Governorship of Ankara and
paid byparents. However,1/10 places are allocated ¢bildrenfrom poor familieswho are
acceptedy these institutions &e of charge

The fee of private prechool classes are defined in Article 12 of Private Educatenm &nd
collected from the parent annualliiowever, intheei nst i t uti ons poor f §
accepted free of charge with a ratio of 3/100 ofctiygacity.

3.3.4 Qualification of educational staff

Teachers who arengtled to teachin the fields of child development and education,- pre
school education and psychological couhisgl and guidanceand who haverofessional
experience of at least thrgears can be administrators in public kindergartens, the
condition that they succeed in the satattexanmnation for the AdministratorPublic and
private kindergarten classes and practical implementation classes are adledrigtthe
principal of heeducation institutionA degree is sufficient to be ard#inistrator in day care
nurseies and private kindergartens.

Presschool teacher training for peehool education is conducted by universitreS urkey.

For a degree, programmes of y3&hool edoation last four years.

Candidates who are appointed as tea&heu n d e r g 0 -i an t (periautichi lehstones
year and at most two yeart this period,the people who succeed are appointed as
O per man e n. fThistteacher mternski periacompassest least 50 houref basic

education, 110 hoursf preparatoryeducation ad 220 hours of practical training.




3.4 Englandd London d Wandsworth

Wardsworth Council funds over 180 early
years settings. These settings include
maintained nursery Bools and classes and

nonmaintained independent, private and & . gngland
voluntary, classes, day nurseries, nursery N ":E"'Children's ‘\be“g "entersl o/,g 3
schools and prechool playgroups.in =~ ¢ 2 & .\‘\&Qec'} §pre'5°h°%& b B
addition Wandsworth Council directly P & %—k,ﬁo@ %y, a%’g“é S
manages a specialist8@¢Idr,qer§As¢b%;§e.n§t§r§é§fo
children with learning difficultes and £ FNergg & & e NS B
disabilities. T on S 8
3.4.1 Institutions, provisionand &
paradigms

The following provision is rade for 85 years old children:

Creches offerildcare for up to two hours while parents attend evengsin leisure cenes,
shopping cemes, etc. Child-minderslook after children irtheir home They are registered
with OFSTED(the government orgar@ton which regulatesllaeducational establishments)
and with thelocal council. Child-mindersare not classified as providing education and
thereforeare notsubsidizedin Wandsworth

Furthermore ther e samWanddviorth€hey dreddrop maerds fore nt r
parents/caers with children aged &. They have a whole family approacBome are
integrated with school and psehool provision.In this cag they offer nursery placeshey

also offer various servicegg health visitors, speech therapjsttasses for parents, toddler
groups etc.

Anot her provi si on Thees are hlen Waridsworth ofkwhich digestonee s .
o6cl ock enmes dradlualey bullding up services suah speech and language therapy
and health visitors One o006c!| o copin playtirmersessionfor ftdeen aged
between 0 and 5 and parents/carers anduarby the Council

There are carers whodk after children int h e chlomel The§ are emetimes known as
nanniesand arenot always registered with OFSTED.

Care for children aged between three and four is also provided. From the term after they arg
threeyears old all children are entitled toSLhours per week free nursergueation for 36
weeks per year.This can be in the state (maintained) sector or in the private sectaer (non
maintained i.e. subsidized).In orderto have asubsidizd place the setting chosen by the
parent must be registeceby OFSTED.

The maintained sect@s the provision that is made available by the Locaitiority. It is free
to all parents anthostly provides paitime nusery places in school settings.




The nommaintained settings have to be registered with the ILAoghority (Wandsworth
Council) in order for parents to get the free plathere are several different types:

1 Private nurgry school for children aged between two and a half and five years
registeredvith OFSTED

1 Independent school for children adetween three and 11 yeérsegisteredvith
OFSTED

1 Pre-school paygroups for children aged between two and a half and five years
byt he v ol unt anotff o s e fdsis. Theyate usuallypart time/drop.in

1 Day nurseryi for children ged a few months to five years dldegisteredvith
OFSTED

3.4.2 Structures of institutions

The @ening hourf the different providers varyThe core opening hours areD8am and
6.00pm. For nurseries atthed to schools, school hours §®0am to3.00pm on average) are
adhered toOne @ c | o crds are agpentbetween0Opmand 3.0pm or 4.00pm

According to the staff, it is a requireméior anypr ovi der provi di ng mg
care to have a minimum of two staff members. Providers prayigwer than two hours are
calledcreches andaretherefore not covered l9FSTED There has to bene adult to three
childrenif the children areunder twoyears old and e adult to every four childreif the
children are three years old. In groupshwihildren over three years there has to e adult

to eight children.

Childminders may care for a maximum of siRildren under eight, of which a maximum of
three may be under five

3.4.3 Conditions of a&cess

From 2008, all local authorities have atstory duty to assess the local childcare market
supply against demand and ensure that there is sufficient childcare to enable parents to worl
or to undertake education and training leading to work and to provide information about the
various formsof childcare available to them.

The above duty applies to all children frorld years of ageHowever, up to three years old
most provision for childcare andarly years education is paid for by the parenhe
government did have a target to provide 40% af ywar olds with 15 hours of free childcare
but with the change in government in 2010 everything is currently under review.

As already mentionedrom the term after they are thrgears old all children are entitled to

15 hours per week free nursery edtion for 36 weeks per yedrhis can be in the maintaide

or the noAmaintained sectorFor low income families there is a childcare element in the tax
credit system which can help them. For those on middle or higher inc@hédcare
Vouchers help pants with the costs of childcar@hey are offered byeml oyer s as 4
s acr i buchem are recdived up to a certain amount and that amiube deducted

from salary. Employees do not pay tax and Natiomsylan c e on t he amount
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For provision for children above thrgearsold, the admissions criteria for the maintained
sector are as followswith priority in descending order

children 6l ooked afterdé or with a socia
children who are recommended followiagaction pan drawn up by multi agencies
children living inside the priority area with a brother or sister at the school

other children living inside the priority area

children with a sibling living outside the priority area

other children living outside the prity area in order of distaecby the shortest
walking route.

E R E e

Otherwiseparents just choose a nurseiany of the maintmed sector places which are free
are only part time.Parentswill choose the private sector with subsiflyhey require a fuH
time place.

3.4.4 Qualification of educational staff

Supervisors and manageraist hold a full and relevanteLv e | 3 qualificati
experience of working in an early years setting or simildalf of all other staff known as
practitioneramust hdd a full and réevant Level 2 qualification. Ithe case of under twos, at
least half the staff must have received specific training in the care of babies

Child-minders should have attended a local authority training course prior to or shortly
following registration with the local authority. The training is approved by the local
authority. This will include a required level of English.

Nursery Teachers hold full QTS (Quad Teacher Statusj Level 57 or those on
employment based routes toward this.

Regular staff appraisals and professional development are mandat@mse who do not have
qualificaions should be helped to do so.

Furthermoreall those who work with children must have CRB (Criminal Records Bureau)
disclosure anad First Aid Certificae. All providers of childcare must ensure that all members

of staff understand the safeguarding policy and procedatkechildcare qualifications are
defined by the Childrends Wor kforce Develo

on
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3.5 GermanyThuringiad Saale d Holzland- Kreis

3.5.1 Institutions, provisions and paradigms

In the researched regionapents can choose
between child-minders and kndergarten. FOCUSO

There are 59 kirefgartens and 14hild- N-CHILDREN‘ »
minders. ", «Q i, o
% a8 - 5 'o%ﬁera‘o* (2

3.5.2 Structures of institutions & ow W% 7 3, \‘\;%
I s 0T NETQ6

Child-minders work between 7:00am and o R~ %

5.00pmand individualkindergartes open on '&b&

averagdrom 6:00amto 6.00pm. &

With regard to the number of children per groupjd:minders take care of fivehildren at
the most.If two child-minderswork togetherthey can take care @D children at the most.
Children generally stay with ehild-minderfrom the age of sixnonths &the earliest till the
age of three Then they attend kindergarten.

In kindergartenghereare appoximately eight tol2 children in a group.This depends on
their age.One to two teachers are in ogup in a kindergarten depending on the age of the
children.

In kindergartens children from 1 &7 years a together in different groupsThe division
according to the age of the children depends on the pedagogicapt of the kindergarten,
e.g.the situational approadhmixed age structure because the older childigould help the
youngeronesandthe yourger ones should learn from thieler ones.

In other approaches the children are in gragordingo ther age 01, 2-3, 45, 56/7.

There are praschool groups in each kindergartenlt depends on the concept of the
kindergarten how many pichool groups and how many children of which age are in-a pre
school group.

3.5.3 Conditions of acess

There are weldeveloped care opportunities he parents have to have their main place of
residence within the distriagh which the chosen kindergarieor childminder is situated
Parents can choose to whom or to which kindergarten they want to bring their children.
Nevertheless parents sometimesdito wait for a proper place. It is advantageowsntoll

the child during theno t h gregidaacy. But generally there is a legal right to be granted a
proper place for each childoim the age of one yeatrlowever parets who are employed or

in an apprenticdsp get preferential treatment.

The coss for a child-minderand kindergarten are paid by the parents and the local authority
in the case of public institutions.The payment for the parents @& incomerelated ce
payment.

Parents have to pay the complete costs if theyttadie child to a privatehild-minder They
also have to pay much more when they take thnid ¢o a private kindergarten.

22}




3.5.4 Qualification of educational staff

Those who want to work as aursery nurse in a kindergarten have have gained a
qualification on the three yeatocational taining course for nursery nursed.his course
consists otheoretical and practicéaining.

For child-mindersthe situation has changed during the fast years. In recent years they
have toqualify for work as achild-minder They have to attain a twmonths fulttime
qgualification wi t h one mo rmpradiical drainingt MWleeser vy
qualifications are offered by adult educatmnganiationsin co-operation with youth welfare
offices. In Thuringiathere are just two adult educatiorganiationswhich are approved and
accredited to qualify childninders.Our organizationthe LEB, is one of them.We received
the so called Gitesiegela seal of qualityand approvawhich is especially for traininghild-
minders

Nursery nurses of publikindergartens and publichild-minders have to attend further
trainingat least twicea year Thisis centraly organizdby the youth welfare officeral at no
chargefor the participants.There are several different offers during a year and the topics are
according to the requiremen$ the nursery nurses amthild-minders Nursery nurses and
child-minderscanalsolook for further education indivicily.

There is also a pedagogical consultationiserfor kindergartens anthild-minders
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Care of children under the age of three can take wgr%u;”dependent
place ina nursery or children's club and o
caried out by adaily supervisor and a nanny. \Q\\\
The tasks of a nursery and a children's club <
include in particular: 1)
1 providing chilccare resembling homelike conditions;
1 providing proper hygienic and educational care by means of classes with elements of
educaibn and taking into account the individual needs of a child;
1 conducting care, pedagogy and tuition appropriate to the age of a child, taking into

account the child's psychomotor development
Kindergarten and early educatioan bepublic or norpublic.

A public kindergarten provides free education detiversat least the core curriculum of pre
school education. It worksn the principle of universal access, and employs teachers with the
qualifications speified in the Teachers' Chartdtr offers preschml groups for 10 children

per group aged three and fded by one teachePublic kindergartens providbe possibility

of individual preschool classes for childrevho cannot attend kindergarten.

Legal entitiese.g.foundations, associatiomsd indivduals can set up a private kindergarten
after having been registered by thedfic unit of local government.

Presschool education is offered to pats of children aged-8 yearsA six year old child
mustattend the annual pigchool preparation inkindergarten or a kindergarten department
organizdin a primary school.

Parents of a child under the ggehool obligation are expected to apply for a kindergarten or a
kindergarterdepartment at a primary schaoid to ensure regular attendance of a child
classes, which is controlled by the head teaoharprimary schoah the arean which the

child lives.

3.6.2 Structures of institutions

In nurseries ahild stays in the facility for 10 hoursTime spent above this limit is paid by
the parent at # rae specified by the city councillhe majority of nurseries are open from
6:00am to 5.30pm Nursery schools are geraly open from 6:00am to 4:30pm.

There are 15 childrem a group.The number of supervisors in a group of children depends
on the ag of the childrenlt is recommended that there is one supervisofiperchildrenin
groups withchildren under the age of on groups with children from above the age of
three it is recommended that there dee supervisor per mamum eight children.In
kindergartens there are two teachers for a group with 25 children.

2}
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3.6.3 Conditions of a&cess

A parent chooses the plageided by a variety of valuesAll settingsrun by the city are
generally accessible. A child is admitted to a kindergan eletronically every year.
Children aged fronthree to sixyears, including children born from September to December
who belongto the youngest class yeahould begirtheir education. A child of two and a
half yearamay be admitted to a kindergartenpaticularly justified cases.

Children areaccepted imurseries throughout the whole yedpplications are examined by
managers of individual institutionslf there is a limited numbeof places in a particular
nursery, the criteria that give priority weorking parents and fulime students are used.

Kindergartens give prefeences to children:
| of single mothersr single fathers;

1 of mothers or fathers, who suffes'om a substantiadr moderate
disability or total disability andre unabléo live indegndently;
i who are placed in foster families;

i of whom both the parents are working;
1 with siblings attenohg the school,
1 of paents raising them by themselves;
1 from large families

1 residing in the neighborhood of the kindergarten.
In kindergartes five hours are free of chage from 8:00am to
1:00pm. Hkxed fees also include meals, for which parents pay at a
rate determined annually by the head teacherd t he pa
council.

3.6.4 Qualification of educational staff

A supervisor in a msery or a children'slub can hold qualifications as nurses, midwives,
babysitters, preschool teachers, early education teacloersareworkers. A supervisor in a
nursery or a children's club can also be a person who rec@eeddary education ahds at
least two yearsfoworking expetence with children aged up to threéf a person has only
worked with such children less than smonths, he/she is obliged to attend arh8&0r
training coursein order to update and supplementitHaowledge and skills, sixnonths
before employment as a tutor and supervis@rt a supervisor with secondary educatisn
obliged to take a 28RAour programme, including at least 80 hours of practical activities based
on taking care of a child by a supervidmforeworking as a supervisor ia rursery or a
children’'s club.

Teachers in kindergartengain qualifications to work in pfschool or early hkildhood
education by means of a certified course, pedagogical traimihgher education training
(specialiation) in the subject tauglar by following a course in a teacher training centre.

The qualificationsnecessarjor the position of a teacher in kindertgars and primary schools
are:

1 A Masterbés degree in the faculty of th
type of conduad classes and pedagogical training.
1 A diploma in teaching with a specialty in a subject taught or similar to the type of

conducted classes received from a teacher training centre.

1 A diploma in teaching in a field other than the subject taught or the dibke
conducted classes, with a qualification course in the subject taught or in the type of
conducted classes.
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